
This document is a scanned copy of a handwritten diary kept by Lt. Colonel Stanley Osborne 
during the time when he was Commander of the Wembury Fire Command (late 1939 to the end 
of 1941). The diary was preserved among the photos and documents of Stanley’s widow Clarie 
Osborne. It is now in the possession of Stanley’s grandson, Dr Michael Clemens. 

All the photos, plus the original watercolour painting, included here were pasted into the 
original diary. The diary ends abruptly at the end of 1941, when Stanley was redeployed to St 
Helena. 

 

Biographical note: Stanley Osborne (1894 – 1971) 

 

Stanley Osborne was born in Newlyn West, Cornwall, and was the son a schoolmaster. 
Although Stanley chose to follow his father’s footsteps into the teaching profession, he also had 
a strong interest in military matters and in 1908, when he was only 14, he became a volunteer 
with the Cornwall Royal Garrison Artillery. During the First World War he became attached to the 
4th Devonshire Regiment and served with them in India and Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq). 
On his return to the UK after the end of the war Stanley resumed his teaching career. He married 
Mary Elizabeth Clarissa George (“Clarie”) and they had four children. During the inter-war period 
Stanley was the headmaster of Perran-Ar-Worthal CP School near Falmouth, and subsequently 
became the head of Foxhole School near St Austell. Throughout this time Stanley remained in 
the Territorial Force (the precursor to the Territorial Army) and in 1926 he became commander of 
the 157 Heavy Artillery battery near Plymouth.  

When war was declared in 1939 Stanley was well placed to take charge of the Wembury Fire 
Command, which had been formed in 1932 to protect Plymouth Sound, the Breakwater and the 
city beyond. He assumed the role of Fire Commander at Wembury on 23rd September 1939.  

Stanley’s time at Wembury was clearly a very successful period in his military career. As well as 
being a highly organised officer he had great empathy for those under his command, and his 
diary has many references to his concerns for the health and comfort of his troops. During this 
period, he was promoted from Major to Lieutenant Colonel. He left Wembury in early 1942, 



having been assigned the role of Officer in Command of troops on the South Atlantic island of St 
Helena. He returned to the UK in 1944 and remained in the Territorial Army until 1950.  

Shortly after his return to Britain Stanley became the headmaster of Trewirgie Junior Boys 
School, Redruth – his third such headship and the one for which he is probably best 
remembered in Cornwall. He remained there until his retirement in 1958. In recognition of his 
unbroken military service and achievements, Stanley Osborne was twice awarded the Territorial 
Decoration, and he was also honoured with the King Haakon VII of Norway Liberty Medal. In 
1949 he received an OBE. In 1961 he became Chairman of the Camborne-Redruth Urban 
District Council. Stanley Osborne died in 1971. 

A more detailed account of Stanley Osborne’s life and career has been published in the 
magazine of the Cornwall Family History Society (Issue No. 199, p. 24, March 2026). For any 
further information please contact Michael Clemens (M.Clemens0@gmail.com).  
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